


The Story of Esther (Cliffs Notes)

Queen Vashti refuses to be ogled (Esther 1:1-12)
Men get worried so have her removed (Esther 1:17-19)

Esther wins a “beauty pageant” and becomes queen (Esther 
2:16-17)

Esther’s Uncle Mordechai uncovers a plot to kill the king and 
becomes a hero (Esther 2:21-23)

The king promotes a guy named Haman but Mordechai 
refuses to bow to him (Esther 3:1-4)

Haman wants Mordechai dead but is afraid to do it himself 
so he decides to wipe out all jews (Esther 3:6)



The Story of Esther (Cliffs Notes)

Haman convinces the King that because they don’t follow his 
laws the Jews should be exterminated (Esther 3:8-11)

Mordechai convinces Esther to stand up for her people 
(Esther 4:13-15)

Esther holds a feast where she reveals she is a Jew and the 
King gets mad (Esther 7:1-7)

Haman is hoisted by his own petard (Esther 7:8-10)

The Jews are saved and Mordechai is honored (Esther 8-10)

The Jewish Festival Purim is born!



Purim

The feast of Lots
14 day of the month of Adar (March 7th this year)

Purim is the most raucous holiday on the Jewish calendar
Dressing up in costume

It is a mitzvah (commandment) to listen to the story of 
Esther and to hear every word

It is customary to make loud noise with a noisemaker called 
a ra’ashan in Hebrew, or grager in Yiddish, every time 

Haman’s name is mentioned



Grager



Purim
Write on your shoes

The holiday also includes giving gifts or charity to the 
poor

Mishloach manot (“sending of portions”) are gifts of food, 
treats, and goodies that Jewish communities send to 

friends and family on Purim
It is traditional to have a jovial feast in the evening of the 

holiday
Traditional foods include Oznei Haman (“ears of 
Haman”), kreplach, and dishes made with beans



Purim Foods



Purim

A fun tradition on the holiday is to perform a 
satirical show

Drinking alcohol is part of the Purim holiday 
celebration (Arur Haman “cursed is Haman” and 

Baruch Mordechai “blessed is Mordecai”)

Purim is not subject to the sabbath-like 
restrictions on work



Purim In Recent History

Adolf Hitler banned and forbade the 
observance of Purim

In a speech made on 10 November 1938, the 
Nazi politician and prominent anti-Semite 
Julius Streicher surmised that just as "the 
Jew butchered 75,000 Persians" in one 

night, the same fate would have befallen the 
German people had the Jews succeeded in 

inciting a war against Germany



Purim In Recent History
On Purim 1942, ten Jews were hanged in to "avenge" the 

hanging of Haman's ten sons.
The same day the Nazis murdered over 5000 Jews, 

mostly children, in the Minsk Ghetto
In 1943, the Nazis shot ten Jews from the Piotrków ghetto
On Purim eve that same year, over 100 Jewish doctors 

and their families were shot by the Nazis
Still, the Nazi regime was defied and Purim was 

celebrated in Nazi ghettos and elsewhere



Purim In Recent History

Purim and Nuremberg?
Haman's ten sons were hanged (Esther 9:13)

Ten of Hitler's top associates were put to death by 
hanging for their war crimes

An 11th associate of Hitler, Hermann Göring, committed 
suicide the night before the execution, a parallel to the 

suicide of Haman's daughter
On the way to the gallows, Julius Streicher shouted 

"Purim Fest 1946!"



Purim In Recent History

In early 1953, Stalin was planning to deport 
most of the Jews in the Soviet Union to 
Siberia, but just before his plans came to 
fruition, he suffered a stroke and died a 

few days later
He suffered that stroke on the night of 

March 1, 1953: the night after Purim



So What?

We should not wait for God to perform 
supernatural miracles

Even when God is not explicitly mentioned, 
God is indeed present in the story

Noise makers, feasting, and Sharpies?






