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“I don’t like anything here at all,” said Frodo, 
“Step or stone, breath or bone.  Earth, air 
and water all seem accursed.  But so our 
path is laid.”

Lord of the rings by J.R.R. Tolkien



“Yes, that’s so,” said Sam.  “And we 
shouldn’t be here at all, if we’d known 
more about it before we started.  But I 
suppose it’s often that way.  The brave 
things in the old tales and songs, Mr. 
Frodo: adventure, as I used to call them.

Lord of the rings by J.R.R. Tolkien



I used to think that they were things the 
wonderful folk of the stories went out and 
looked for because they wanted them, 
because they were exciting and life was a 
bit dull, a kind of sport as you might say.  
But that’s not the way of it with the tales 
that really mattered, or the ones that stay 
in the mind.

Lord of the rings by J.R.R. Tolkien



Folk just seem to have landed in them, 
usually – their paths were laid that way, as 
you put it.  But I expect they had lots of 
chances like us, of turning back, only they 
didn’t.  And if they had, we shouldn’t know, 
because they’d have been forgotten. 

Lord of the rings by J.R.R. Tolkien



We hear about those as just went on – and not 
all to a good end, mind you; at least not to what 
folk inside a story and not outside it call a good 
end.  You know, coming home, and finding 
things all right, though not quite the same – like 
Mr. Bilbo.  But those aren’t always the best tales 
to hear, though they may be the best tales to 
get landed in.  I wonder what sort of tale we 
fallen into?"

Lord of the rings by J.R.R. Tolkien



The disciples of John reported all these 
things to him. And John, calling two of his 
disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, 
saying, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or shall we look for another?”

Luke 7:18-19



And when the men had come to him, they 
said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, 
saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, 
or shall we look for another?’” In that hour 
he healed many people of diseases and 
plagues and evil spirits, and on many who 
were blind he bestowed sight.

Luke 7:20-21



And he answered them, “Go and tell John 
what you have seen and heard: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised up, the poor have good news 
preached to them. And blessed is the one 
who is not offended by me.”

Luke 7:22-23



praying at all times in the Spirit, with all 
prayer and supplication. To that end, keep 
alert with all perseverance, making 
supplication for all the saints,

Ephesians 6:18



When John's messengers had gone, Jesus 
began to speak to the crowds concerning 
John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 
wind? What then did you go out to see? A 
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 
those who are dressed in splendid clothing 
and live in luxury are in kings' courts.

Luke 7:24-25



What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your 
face,

who will prepare your way before you.’

Luke 7:26-27



Truly, I say to you, among those born of 
women there has arisen no one greater 
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 

Matthew 11:11



From the days of John the Baptist until 
now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. 
For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, and if you are willing 
to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear.

Matthew 11:12-15



(When all the people heard this, and the 
tax collectors too, they declared God just, 
having been baptized with the baptism of 
John, but the Pharisees and the lawyers 
rejected the purpose of God for 
themselves, not having been baptized by 
him.)

Luke 7:29-30



“To what then shall I compare the people 
of this generation, and what are they like?  
They are like children sitting in the 
marketplace and calling to one another,
“‘We played the flute for you, and you did 
not dance;

we sang a dirge, and you did not 
weep.’

Luke 7:31-32



For John the Baptist has come eating no 
bread and drinking no wine, and you say, 
‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man has 
come eating and drinking, and you say, 
‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is justified by all her children.”

Luke 7:33-35






