
Malachi 3:16-4:6





• Israel is back in the land

• A running conversation between God and Israel

• “I have loved you,”

• Israel was not giving God their best

• Love the Lord your God and your neighbor

• Israel had accused God of being “unfair” and 
“unjust”

• Israel was not bringing the tithes the law required



A. 1:1 heading
B. 1:2-5 God’s love for Jacob and hatred of Esau

C. 1:6-14 Blemished offerings
D. 2:1-9 Failure of the priesthood

E. 2:10-12 An unfaithful people
D’. 2:13-3:5 Purification of the priesthood

C’. 3:6-12 Robbing God of offerings
B’. 3:13-4:3 God’s loves the righteous and hates the 
wicked

A’. 4:4-6 addendum



'

They are not obedient!

Their Priests are unfaithful!

They have treated God poorly!

They have abandoned the law of God!

They are hopeless!



:

Then those who feared the LORD spoke 
with one another.



: -
The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a 
book of remembrance was written before him of 

those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 
17 “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in 
the day when I make up my treasured possession, 
and I will spare them as a man spares his son who 
serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the 
distinction between the righteous and the wicked, 
between one who serves God and one who does 

not serve him.



’

They are not obedient  God will spare them!
Their Priests are Unfaithful  God is faithful!

They have treated God poorly  God will treat them 
like treasured possessions!

They have abandoned the law of God  God will 
judge based on righteousness!

They are hopeless  God will give them hope!



: -
For behold, the day is coming, burning like an 
oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 
be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them 

ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you 

who fear my name, the sun of righteousness 
shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go 
out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you 
shall tread down the wicked, for they will be 

ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day 
when I act, says the LORD of hosts.



God tells them to look to the future

Those who fear God will be healed and rejoice

The wicked will be destroyed

This is one of the prophesies that made the 
pharisees reject Jesus

But God still acknowledges sin…



:

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the 
statutes and rules that I commanded him at 

Horeb for all Israel.



: -

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the great and awesome day of the 
LORD comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts 
of fathers to their children and the hearts of 

children to their fathers, lest I come and strike 
the land with a decree of utter destruction.”



God is going to send a prophet
God is going to make things right between 

parents and their children
God is going to make things right between Israel 

and Himself
God goes silent

Does God still do this today?
My hopelessness 



God I have chronic sin in my life

God I feel like no matter what I do I can’t 
beat it

God I feel like you are not showing up

God I am hopeless



Nothing!

Then…



( ’ )
Dear shame, I was safe in your arms
You were there when it all fell apart

I would get so lost in your beautiful lies
I let you go but you're still chasing

Go ahead, you're never going to take me
You can bend, but you're never going to break me

I was yours, I'm not yours anymore
Go ahead, put a target on my forehead

You can fire, but you've got no bullet
I was yours, I'm not yours anymore



When the lights go up and the game is on
Are you ready for me 'cause I'm ready for you?

When the bell rings out and the fight is on
Are you ready for me 'cause I'm ready for you?

It's time for us to start throwing down
Take a look and see who's standing now

It's time for us to start throwing down
Look and see who's standing now



When you say you're not ok

My heart it breaks to heal your pain

I will erase your yesterday

You'll be ok

My love is greater than your mistake



I need you to believe me, can you trust me

That what you see, is not what I see

The reflection in the mirror's telling lies

Cause nothing you have done could change 
how much I love you

You're not invisible

I can see you as you're falling on your knees

You're not invisible to Me



?

No matter where you are today, God loves 
you just exactly as you are. Just go to 

him!





Online giving is also available on our church website, 
westmiddlebury.org, and on our Smartphone app

Offering boxes are available at 
both entrances.

Time of Giving

2 Corinthians 9:7


