
Malachi 3:7-15
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Catch up
Israel is back in the land

Not as good

A running conversation between God and 
Israel

“I have loved you,”

God deserves our best

Love the Lord your God and your neighbor

God is both “Good” and “Full of Mercy”2 2



Malachi as Chiasm
A. 1:1 heading

B. 1:2-5 God’s love for Jacob and hatred of Esau
C. 1:6-14 Blemished offerings

D. 2:1-9 Failure of the priesthood
E. 2:10-12 An unfaithful people

D’. 2:13-3:5 Purification of the priesthood
C’. 3:6-12 Robbing God of offerings

B’. 3:13-4:3 God’s loves the righteous and hates 
the wicked

A’. 4:4-6 addendum 12
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A New Problem

You are not obedient!
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Malachi 3:7

From the days of your fathers you have 
turned aside from my statutes and have 
not kept them. Return to me, and I will 
return to you, says the LORD of hosts.
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Malachi 3:7

But you say, ‘How shall we return?’
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A New Problem

You are not obedient!

You are far from God!

You can come home!

Answering a question with a question
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Malachi 3:8

Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing 
me.
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Malachi 3:8

But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’
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Malachi 3:8-10
In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are 
cursed with a curse, for you are robbing 
me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the 

full tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. 

2 2
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The Levite Tithe

• Given by those capable every year 
• Used for the maintenance of the Levites 

who were to care for and guard the 
tabernacle 

• Levites in turn would tithe of the 10% they 
received and give 1% to the high priest 

• Not just produce of the land but also the 
herd or flock

2 2



The Festival Tithe

• This tithe enabled the Israelites to go up 
to Jerusalem with their children and 
servants on a yearly basis for the three 
pilgrimage festivals of Passover, 
Pentecost, and Tabernacles
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The Festival Tithe
• This tithe enabled the Israelites to go up to 

Jerusalem with their children and servants 
on a yearly basis for the three pilgrimage 
festivals of Passover, Pentecost, and 
Tabernacles

• Taken from the 90% of the produce of the 
land that remained after the initial tithe was 
given to the Levites

• Along with the produce of the land, they 
would also bring with them the firstling 
(firstborn) of the herd and flock, which 
would also be consumed by them at these 
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Jerusalem 
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• Widows 

• Collected every 3 years during years 3 
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The Poor Tithe
• Given for four groups of people 

• The Levites who were not located in Jerusalem 
• Aliens (strangers-merchants, tourists, travelers, 

etc.) 
• Orphans
• Widows 

• Collected every 3 years during years 3 
and 6 of the seven-year farming cycle, and 
was to be kept in one’s home 

• 10% of the remaining 81% after the other 2 
tithes2 2



What is tithing?

• 7-Year farming cycle

• Built around trust in God

• Tithe means 10%

• Not 1 tithe but 3!

• 19% in years 1,2,4,5, and 7. 27% in 
years 3 and 6.
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What is tithing?
• 7-Year farming cycle

• Built around trust in God

• Tithe means 10%

• Not 1 tithe but 3!

• 19% in years 1,2,4,5, and 7. 27% in 
years 3 and 6.

• What about us?
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Give Generously

2 Corinthians 8:3 - For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, 
and beyond their means, of their own 
accord

2 Corinthians 9:6 - The point is this: 
whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
(generously) will also reap bountifully 
(generously). 
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Give Joyfully

2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must give as 
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.
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Give to the Church First

2 Corinthians 8:5 - and this [gift], not as 
we expected, but they gave themselves 
first to the Lord and then by the will of 
God to us.
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Give Consistently

1 Co 16:1-2 - Now concerning the 
collection for the saints: as I directed the 
churches of Galatia, so you also are to 
do. 2 On the first day of every week, 
each of you is to put something aside and 
store it up, as he may prosper

2 2



More Than Money

Where preachers stop
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Malachi 3:13

“Your words have been hard against me, 
says the LORD.
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More Than Money

Where preachers stop

God doesn’t

Israel is complaining
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Malachi 3:13

But you say, ‘How have we spoken against 
you?’ 
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Malachi 3:14-15

14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. 
What is the profit of our keeping his charge 

or of walking as in mourning before the 
LORD of hosts? 15 And now we call the 

arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper 
but they put God to the test and they 

escape.’”
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More Than Money

Where preachers stop

God doesn’t

Israel is complaining

It is vain to serve God?

Look up!
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Malachi 3:10-12
And thereby put me to the test, says the 

LORD of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour 

down for you a blessing until there is no 
more need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer 

for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits 
of your soil, and your vine in the field shall 
not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. 
12 Then all nations will call you blessed, 
for you will be a land of delight, says the 

LORD of hosts. 12



More Than Money

Where preachers stop

God doesn’t

Israel is complaining

It is vain to serve God?

Look up!

What about us?
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Romans 12:1

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual worship.
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So What?

Surrendering to God is ALWAYS worth it!
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So What?

Surrendering to God is ALWAYS worth it!

What is God calling you to say “Yes” to 
today?
Giving Finances?
Joining a Ministry team?
Joining a Small Group?
Prayer?
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Surrendering to God is 
ALWAYS worth it!

2 2



Online giving is also available on our church website, 
westmiddlebury.org, and on our Smartphone app

Offering boxes are available at 
both entrances.

Time of Giving

2 Corinthians 9:7


