
An Argument With God
Malachi 2:1-12
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Last book of the OT

“I have loved you,”

God deserves our best

Love the Lord your God and your neighbor
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What is Chiasm?
• A chiasm is a writing style that uses a unique repetition 

pattern for emphasis
• This repetition form appears throughout the Bible 

yet it is not well known
• Chiasms are structured in a repeating A-B-C 

... C′-B′-A′ pattern
• The way you approach the scriptures should be 

dramatically enhanced as you learn what a 
chiasm is

• Simply put, a chiasm is a repetition of similar ideas in 
the reverse sequence
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Example: Matthew 6:24

• “No one can serve two masters, 
• for either he will hate the one 

• and love the other, 
• or he will be devoted to the one 

• and despise the other. 

• You cannot serve God and money.



Malachi as Chiasm
A. 1:1 heading

B. 1:2-5 God’s love for Jacob and hatred of Esau
C. 1:6-14 Blemished offerings

D. 2:1-9 Failure of the priesthood
E. 2:10-12 An unfaithful people

D’. 2:13-3:5 Purification of the priesthood
C’. 3:6-12 Robbing God of offerings

B’. 3:13-4:3 God loves the righteous and hates the wicked

A’. 4:4-6 addendum



Malachi 2:1

And now, O priests, this command is for 
you. 
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1 Peter 2:4-5

4 As you come to him, a living stone 
rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves 
like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.



1 Peter 2:9

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim 

the excellencies of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light.



Malachi 2:2-3
2 If you will not listen, if you will not take it to 

heart to give honor to my name, says the 
LORD of hosts, then I will send the curse upon 
you and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I 
have already cursed them, because you do 
not lay it to heart. 3 Behold, I will rebuke your 
offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the 
dung of your offerings, and you shall be taken 

away with it.
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Malachi 2:4-7
4 So shall you know that I have sent this command 

to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, 
says the LORD of hosts. 5 My covenant with him 

was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him. 
It was a covenant of fear, and he feared me. He 

stood in awe of my name. 6 True instruction was in 
his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He 
walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many from iniquity. 7 For the lips of a priest 
should guard knowledge, and people should seek 
instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger 

of the LORD of hosts. 



Malachi 2:8-9
8 But you have turned aside from the way. 

You have caused many to stumble by 
your instruction. You have corrupted the 

covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, 
9 and so I make you despised and 

abased before all the people, inasmuch as 
you do not keep my ways but show 

partiality in your instruction.”
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The Proof in the Pudding

You have caused many to stumble

God will make them despised

Because they “Show Partiality”

Unfortunately there is more… 



Malachi 2:10-12
10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God 

created us? Why then are we faithless to one 
another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? 
11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination 
has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. 
For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the 
LORD, which he loves, and has married the 

daughter of a foreign god. 12 May the LORD cut 
off from the tents of Jacob any descendant of 

the man who does this, who brings an offering to 
the LORD of hosts!
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But!
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Church leadership

Everyone

Faithful to the covenant/commandment



Matthew 22:37-38

37 And he said to him, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind. 38 
This is the great and first commandment. 
39 And a second is like it: You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.



So What?

To “Show Preference” to my wants and 
desires or what makes me comfortable 

over showing love to my neighbor is being 
unfaithful to our commandment as priests.



Matthew 28:19-20

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you.


