
Malachi 1:6-14
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“I have loved you,”



God Gets Pointed

God does not mince words



Malachi 1:6

6 “A son honors his father, and a servant 
his master. If then I am a father, where is 
my honor? And if I am a master, where is 
my fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, 

O priests, who despise my name.



God Gets Pointed

God does not mince words

God is owed respect

Israel’s response



Malachi 1:6b

But you say, ‘How have we despised your 
name?’ 
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7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. 
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Malachi 1:7-8a

7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. 
But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ 
By saying that the LORD's table may be 
despised. 8 When you offer blind animals 
in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you 
offer those that are lame or sick, is that 

not evil?



God Gets Pointed

God does not mince words

God is owed respect

Israel’s response

Polluted food



Leviticus 22:17-22
17 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 18 “Speak to Aaron 

and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them, 
When any one of the house of Israel or of the sojourners in 

Israel presents a burnt offering as his offering, for any of their 
vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the Lord, 19 if it is 
to be accepted for you it shall be a male without blemish, of 
the bulls or the sheep or the goats. 20 You shall not offer 

anything that has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for 
you. 21 And when anyone offers a sacrifice of peace 

offerings to the Lord to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering 
from the herd or from the flock, to be accepted it must be 
perfect; there shall be no blemish in it. 22 Animals blind or 
disabled or mutilated or having a discharge or an itch or 
scabs you shall not offer to the Lord or give them to the 

Lord as a food offering on the altar.



Deuteronomy 15:21

But if it has any blemish, if it is lame or 
blind or has any serious blemish whatever, 
you shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your 

God.



What’s wrong with second best?



Malachi 1:8b

Present that to your governor; will he 
accept you or show you favor? says the 

LORD of hosts. 



What’s wrong with second best?

God is better than your boss!



What’s wrong with second best?

God is better than your boss!

God gives us His best



Malachi 1:9

9 And now entreat the favor of God, that 
he may be gracious to us. With such a 

gift from your hand, will he show favor to 
any of you? says the LORD of hosts.



What’s wrong with second best?

God is better than your boss!

God gives us His best

God would rather Israel give nothing at all



Malachi 1:10

10 Oh that there were one among you 
who would shut the doors, that you might 
not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have 
no pleasure in you, says the LORD of 
hosts, and I will not accept an offering 

from your hand. 



What’s wrong with second best?

God is better than your boss!

God gives us His best

God would rather Israel give nothing at all

No one should be able to turn up their 
nose



Malachi 1:12-14
12 But you profane it when you say that the Lord's 

table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may 
be despised. 13 But you say, ‘What a weariness 

this is,’ and you snort at it, says the LORD of hosts. 
You bring what has been taken by violence or is 
lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! 

Shall I accept that from your hand? says the LORD. 
14 Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his 

flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord 
what is blemished. For I am a great King, says the 
LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among 

the nations.



What’s wrong with second best?

God is better than your boss!

God gives us His best

God would rather Israel give nothing at all

No one should be able to turn up their 
nose

Leftovers!



What does first best look like?

Why? Back to Verse 11



Malachi 1:11

11 For from the rising of the sun to its 
setting my name will be great among the 
nations, and in every place incense will be 
offered to my name, and a pure offering. 
For my name will be great among the 

nations, says the LORD of hosts.
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What does first best look like?

Why? Back to Verse 11

How will the nations think about how we 
act?

God is the best thing ever





So What?

Not about dress code or giving

Not about church attendance

It is all about being more in love with Jesus 
than anything else!



Matthew 22:37-38

37 And he said to him, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind. 38 
This is the great and first commandment. 
39 And a second is like it: You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.



So What?

If you are placing ANYTHING higher than 
loving Jesus and loving the people He 
loves, even if it feels righteous, you are 

bringing God your second bests.


