
Palm Sunday

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry 
into Jerusalem



What is Palm Sunday?

This is the beginning of HOLY WEEK

This week follows the last days of Christ’s 
life before His crucifixion and resurrection.

PALM SUNDAY - LAST SUPPER –
CRUCIFIXION - RESURRECTION 



Matthew 21:1-3

“Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and 
came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 

then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 
them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 
a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to 
me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall 
say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 

them at once.”



He’s fulfilling prophesy –

and making a TON of symbolic
historic/cultural/biblical references



Zechariah 9:9

“Say to the daughter of Zion,

‘Behold, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a beast of 
burden.’”



Matthew 21: 6-8

“The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
directed them. They brought the donkey and 
the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he 
sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 



More symbolism

Palms were symbolic of triumph & peace



Matthew 21: 9-11

“And the crowds that went before him and 
that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest!”And when he entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is 
this?” And the crowds said, “This is the 

prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”



He’s saying, I’m in the line of David, and I’m 
here as a King!

He’s not arriving as a conqueror

But, the Jewish people wanted a deliverer to 
stir up a rebellion and restore their nation.

So, what is Jesus doing?



They wanted a king

After feeding 5000…

John 6:15

“Perceiving then that they were about to come 
and take him by force to make him king, 
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by 

himself.”



They EXPECTED a KING



What are you doing, Jesus?!

Who is this Jesus – Hosanna – that comes 
to conquer?

This isn’t going as planned.

This displeases us.



And we’re good at letting people know 
we’re upset.













Jesus enters Jerusalem knowing how 
things are going to end, and knowing 

His Kingdom looks a little different…

…and all the love they showed Him…



…will turn to hate



WHY?



What kind of Kingdom?

No riches

Jesus arrived on a borrowed donkey.

He’s about to die a horrible death –
stripped of robes, naked, exposed.

No banners, no horns, no courtiers



No pomp

No spirited steed. A humble foal. No 
banners or fountains of wine.

Meekness and the knowledge of humiliation 
and apparent defeat. 

WHAT KIND of Kingdom?



No army

No batallion, no sword, no drums

No blood, tears, devastation

Only peace

WHAT kind of Kingdom?



Only Joy

Hosanna means “SAVE NOW”

This wasn’t a triumphant king left with 
widows and orphans of fallen soldiers. No it 
is pure, free joy that comes from our savior

WHAT KIND OF Kingdom?



WHAT KIND OF KINGDOM?

Jesus is saying I’m here as a SPIRITUAL 
Savior. Not a military conqueror.

He doesn’t go to Pilate to unseat him.

Jesus goes to the temple. 



Jesus doesn’t do what’s 

EXPECTED!



How different are we when things don’t go 
our way? We get angry, we yell, we take 
matters into our own hands. We turn our 

back on Jesus.

They got so angry that they crucified him!



Jesus didn’t seem to make sense, but 
prophecy foretold what he’d do.

And NOW it makes sense.

We have that picture. We have INFINITELY 
more information.



But that doesn’t make it easy.

I’m upset. Can’t I just know the plan?

I’m thinking about writing a one-star review!

I demand to speak to the manager!





We have access to the CREATOR of the 
UNIVERSE! 

We have HIS WORD.

We have PRAYER

We have EACH OTHER. 



It’s not easy.

He has a plan, and we’re not in charge.

Trust that GOD is in control!


