




• "Just keep swimming."

• "Think happy thoughts."

• Some people are worth melting 
for."

AS21
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AS21 a few words can summarize a whole story
Aaron Sherman, 6/29/2020



What is The Greatest What is The Greatest 
Commandment?

Matthew 22:37-40
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AS22 How does the greatest commandment glorify Jesus?
Aaron Sherman, 6/29/2020



What is the greatest commandment?

•
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

- Mt. 22:37 - 40
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AS23 what is the passage that summarizes what Jesus tells us?
Aaron Sherman, 6/29/2020



Background of Matthew

• Content

• Large blocks of teaching by Jesus, covers Jesus' birth to his 
commanding of the disciples to make disciples of the 
GentilesGentiles

• Author

• Anonymous, Papias (AD 125) attributes "the first Gospel" 
to the apostle Matthew, however scholarship is divided

• Date:

• Unknow (since it uses Mark, likely written 70s – 80s)
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AS24 to help broaden our perspecitve on this verse lets take a moment to learn about the passage
Aaron Sherman, 6/29/2020



Background, cont.

• Recipients

• Jewish Christians committed 
to the Gentile mission, 
audience lives audience lives 
around Antioch, Syria

• Emphasis

• Jesus is the Son of God, King 
of Jews, the church's Lord

• The gospel is for all people –
Jews and Gentiles



Jerusalem Receives and Rejects Her King

• Jesus is moving closer to the 
place of his death and 
resurrection:resurrection:

• Judea, then Jerusalem

• Triumphant Entry and 
Cleansing of the Temple



Mt. 22:15 – 22, Pharisees

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap 
him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to him 
along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we 
know that you are a man of integrity and that you know that you are a man of integrity and that you 
teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 
You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no 
attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your 
opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar 
or not?”
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AS25 Illustration - instead of working w/ Jesus they worked against Jesus, He silenced them so they wanted to silence him - Moana and 
Peyton story
Aaron Sherman, 6/29/2020

AS26 legalistic, separatistic, hypocritical; kept the law of Moses and "traditions of the elders"
Aaron Sherman, 6/29/2020



Mt. 22:15 – 22, cont.

18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You 
hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show 
me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought 
him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose 
image is this? And whose inscription?” 21 “Caesar’s,” 
they replied. Then he said to them, “So give back to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed. 
So they left him and went away.



Bad Teaching

Bad emotions, bad parents, and bad feedback have 
more impact than good ones, and bad 
information is processed more thoroughly than 
good. The self is more motivated to avoid bad 
self-definitions than pursue good ones. Bad self-definitions than pursue good ones. Bad 
impressions and bad stereotypes are quicker to 
form and more resistant to disconfirmation than 
good ones.

- Daniel Kahneman, Nobel Prize winner



Mt. 21:23 – 27, Sadducees

23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he 
was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him. “By what authority are 
you doing these things?” they asked. “And who you doing these things?” they asked. “And who 
gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus replied, “I will 
also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will 
tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things.
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AS27 Essenes – very strict group of Jews, daily worship and didn't condemn marriage but it was avoided 
Zealots – opposed paying taxes to a pagan emperor, fiercely loyal to Jewish tradition, opposed use of Greek language, prophesied the 
coming time of slavation
Aaron Sherman, 6/29/2020

AS28 followed the law of Moses more literally than the pharasees, no resurrection of the dead, no angels or deamons, no spiritual world
Aaron Sherman, 6/29/2020



Mt. 21:23 – 27, cont.

25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it 
from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed it 
among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe 
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we 
are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John 
was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, 
“We don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither will I tell 
you by what authority I am doing these things.



1-Ups1-Ups

• You have about 10 minutes left ;) 



Mt. 22:34 – 36, Pharisees (round 2)

•
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of 
them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?”
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AS29 according to the pharisees, the correct answer is don't misuse God's name
Aaron Sherman, 7/3/2020



Mt. 22:37 – 40

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
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AS30 shema - creed that openned every Jewish service 
Aaron Sherman, 7/3/2020



Our response

• According to "agapao", the word Jesus uses for love, 
we are to love by will and are commanded to do so 
as a duty

Agapao is a verb - not an emotion, initiated by • Agapao is a verb - not an emotion, initiated by 
action

• 1st we agapao toward God

• Then we can agapao each other


